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In 18 12 Shel~on Clark ot the Levelo took up ~~d on Sr~ery Y~ob and 

ahortly after. dlooovered coa l this sect ion 18 about 4400 teet above .ea le v 

el, the nex t th i ng to do was open th'1s cObol up so with the help ot Johny B Xe­

nnloon of H~llsbor.o and George Lee of uLllpo1nt t hey buAlt a road from the 

forks of the road kno\m a& the crossroads to the coal bank on Br1ery Knobb, 

Sberman , peter,Alvan , Hen~y and Preston Clark helped build the road they .ere 

sons of Shel don Clark . 

This was a dr ift mine and the first coal mined there was ~Ded to 
~ . 

The Lit~le Levels to be us ed b~ farm ers,storea and Qf Blacksmiths in their 

sh ops ,in later years t his was operated by Ellis llcCarty,K.O Wade and N10k Uo_ . . 
Coy th ey having secured a contract with Smith & Wh iting who were working for , . 
The St . Lar.rence Boom & lJ.fg . Co of Ron ceverte who were !.~ufB.ctu.r1ng the white 

pine of Pocahontas County on the East side of the Greenbrier River,MoCarty,Wa4~ 

and I.:cOoy furn ished Smith & Wh iting near 150 tons of coal for which they reee-

l.-ed from $ 12 , to $14. 00 a ton delivered to them at laurel Run where they we­
-o~~ J, t-J":"'" 

re operating at that time this was something 11ke 1884 & 8e.~:: ! . ..a.l. ~ 
The next mi ni ng was done by George Walton as he rented it for a per_ 

led of five years selling the coal he mined to the Blacksm1ths,to store. and 

~or uaE In private homes afteti hts cont ract was out Kit Thomas and lorvel. 

lark o~<rated the mine in the fall of the year for some two year8 and af'er 

:~: the a ine layed idle for a number of years but in 193~ or 35 8.0 Barthel­

• 

he r.11ne he of Hillsboro he had the mine reopened traoJt _ 

ine4 and carted out over this track by hand he 

'ar arOWld uainl< more men dur ing the rush 

In o the C.C . C bui l t a Good road 

th~ road rose cocpleted th1. 

ho truck. 1n the haulinl of 00111 

....,l.U~ gf t!1l1po lnt and lI\lbeft 

014 100a 11, '0 nue..prq 

I at lOll ad ...... .,. 
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of PocMontas County espec i a lly t he Little Levels schoo .. 

Eartholomew....?a~d a :oya_l!Y-9f_ 2 .2.2! s,p~z::..~on t.oJhLl:!u"k heirs.The 
sleok or fine ooal \Vas used in. burning 

at the f oot of ®roop Mountain whioh he 
lime as Bartholom_ had a draw k1ln 

) 
operated in CGmlf'lrlfan w1th the coal. 

mine th is kiln was on the H.W Beard farm where there i.e a abundance of l1m­

~st one of high analysis,and here they PlLt out thousmda ~ tuns of burned 

li:me both- in th e rock and s lacked lime that was bougllt bJ Ute farmers of PO_ 

Montas County , Bartho~omew employed from 3 to 5 men Itnrb& the sUl!l",er months 
• 

- es ides h is t ruckers. 

Th:e Briery . Knob land was sold in I939 to the lhitta states Of America 

reserving t ·he coal, oil gas and othElT mineral rights IDII at this time Bar­

th.olomews contract had expired and since that time the mn. has been 1dl.e aB 

" e stee l was all taken up and d ispcsed of but this mo:mtaD. 1B full of high 

e coal and no doubt when other fields are exhaustEd~ Dds mine will be 

E.nEtt up again . • 

r 'ormat ion •. W Clark .H illsboro.W.Va. 
Cour t Recorda • arlint·on. W. Va. 
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Orcrnbrlr'r Ort Coq,nny .-

In JUly 22 19~ thio oompany roe. Incorporat(d,it. prlnclp~l ottlc-

c. 1n th~ capitol City Sul1d.1nll in Charlu;ton , and to dat~ they have: work-

t'd 1n both pocahontas And Grc enbrier county . The-l r cho.rtf:r to r tht f'o l lowlrac 

to mint strip o r procEDD all k!ncis of mlnera1o ,coa l and othe r wrf'aoe and -- .----
oubaurfao e prodUcts inc luding Iron Ore , l::lnGSDcse,coa l, Oi l and. Ga • • 
-~ ._._--- -- -

ThE i ncorporators TOerE Rush , Tather 1! and A Ruah 1!eadoll'. all of 

and A. V Hunter of l!aFlinton . 17 . Va . 

Cbn rlEston . ..... ! .Va . nn d duri ng 191K> and 41 thEy 17 erE opErat ing on and neal' Brow-

os !:ountnln OD the farms of James Rf£d,. Raymon d and. St ~rl Shlnab crry and the 

Aoos ~cku!;hlin p lace. 

The .quipmOlt used r.as a st<am ehovEl a bu ll dOZE r and a dr1ll 

:lIe7 he.v1n_ contrected t h e haulL'\g of th£ Ore . !t r:as t ruok ed to IIarl1n1alli 

a.., tll. r . ground and 1£ zrade r Eady for the smfltfr that TIB. B construct ed to 

-.. f a. tESt of it s purity,in making th1s tEst they f 1lled th e aallfah1tt 

Itfr furnace '71th a m1xturf of 1ron ore, 11mcston E and coal thl . .... . '" 
call 

.\11: 

a amelt, r furnace .whm thf test l7aS f1n1shEd th ey had. pile 

of varying decr . 's of perfECt 10n and purit y but but t h fy ~WIp" 

• In l1v.ly rcah 1on .Th1a t'st Viae madf 1n 

1 tb " 20 root ataclt of lt4sonrY ,conatructlOIi. 
, 
•• . 

roD tu 18 found 1n '''ny alcticin. of 

la thll au' "" tilt '.atom part of th 



crut and :.rowne l.:ounta.1n,Tht !U~1f'1 !iounta1na cnnu!mc 

to E-£aVcr CrEu: ,t:..~"8 C::'EU an;! a;c~ to J reat aDd. beycm4 .Oe<:al' 

oconDcl 11 prospEcting: in th~ 3 •• f rUck !.:.O'Wlt&1Da &Ad haa ~HD alao. --
191;0 · 

~ Iron 
",'-

r' is fOU!ld to·J.:: pari!>;; quanUU .. Pocah .... ' .. 00-

unty rlll e.~iD be.vE a 000= lllE she :bod ct.u'1."lS thC' l.'w:ber opta' l._ 

that took p4c, fro'" ISSO to 1925 · 

pocahontas county 11 rich in natura l rtaOu.rCf: ••• ". find. coal 

1n =.rcny .ections of tb<1: county £"P£ol .. 11y tb£ nortb .... t.rn pan .t th 

1s coa l on abut ,Gauley, rlk, Black, )£ountaina eomt of \iI'hich baa been op 

£<1 up but the gr<at£r part baa n<VEr bEen opened up tor the tllllplt 

it 10 moat all found back a cons lderablE dlotanc~ froll tht R R &114 _. 

hard road therEfore unti l the othfr fielda play out Pooahoot.a OoIat,. 

coal no doubt flUl not bE 0pEnFd up to a V€ry s zout extttt untll _t 

ti!l.f , Coa l 1a elso found and has beEn mined on Brl£ry !<nob. 

It is hopfd there is oil in Pocahontas Count"but 10 &~, 

drilling non e hav f bHn s u c cESsful as yet as th Ey hav t drilled 

clctlons of the county but most of this was done 00 ~lll1 .... 

1:, areo but thEy plut;gfd up the ho lEs and ld't. 

:>r i:btr 1& pre.oUca 11, onE and 1t 18 boplll ••• 

~nd any othel' 1' .... 



• J. 

• '" IndUstrl' ·S.G Sn:1th Pooahontae County. 

' -01a:ro. l b£lld thnt John l.'h ltmlr~ had th~ flrat olrOll'--thf' ~ ~ 

,~ rr&t1on in Pocahontas County, this opEration toot plaoe a1 ~a in or 

of Dl8ppS Cr erJ< sometice in the SO a • 

S Buck ley. Euckeye.W.Va • 

r l 1l18m Perry had an up and lXlwn mi ll 2 miles from HuntfrllYl11e abau.1 Dl90 

~ CU!::ling s Cr£ (k . 

• 

!.'If. R. L Syms.?unt ersvi 11 e. \7 . Va . 

6& 

Hen ry McCormick is supposed to be the first man that flIed a band 8&. 

this >:as dUring tb e op erat ion of t h e l7h i t e pin e by th e st .lawrenoe BoolD • lIta. 

CO . that had theirlli ll at Ronceverte but got yhe logs in Pocahontas Oount, • . 
W . J .E BUckley .Buckeye. 1'I . Va. 
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I leern f rom soce ot t h e writings or ur . A04re. 

Price thet be bed made two visit,s ';0 the flint quarrl •• 

or tlin t pits on Sta mping Cr eek , near ~ll Point . Th ••• 

~orklngs ere In sigh t o f the St8ta highway kno_n aa the 

Seneca Trel l on la . Tom Beard 's term abou t a mi le and a 

halt beck ot his residence, in 8 tine bl ue grass pasture. 

There ere several hundred of t be pits . 

The mo st remar kable tbln~ I s tha t pa r t or t he 

re~ge tba t ha s been called the Rich Garden for tbe pel t on. 

nU!10 rea or 80 years . It is a pastu r e DOW but I.\r . W11Ua. 

Bea rd farmed it fo r a number of yeers . Tllough tha land 

has ueeD plowed many times , the pits a re plain t o be • •• n. 
At fi rst s1ght 1t looks~like a place tha t had be an a vl1-
J, 

l a ge, wtlere house s had been set close together walla tou.~ .. 

1ng , and under ea ch house t here h~ d been a cellar. Thl. 

11 t tl e hollo '. owes i t s gr ent fe rt lli ty t o the dis1ntegra­

t10n of the 11mes t one, and there can be li t tle doubt but 

tha t 8 large numDer of boulders or fl i nt nodules were 

deposHed ther e an d tha t the Indians wor ked the lend to 

a depth of some t e n or t went y fe et to get tbe rlint. 

Nearby are piles of r ound r iv er sandstone or , 

hammer stones and I!:r. Pri c e s a ys t ba t near these tUnt 

quar r ies these hammer stones or nut creo !c".rs a .,r e 1uvar-
Ie DIy f ound . 1.\ . D. Dunlap who .lived on 

.ald ~hu~ t h e •• homme r stones wer e to be 

u.n~llioe t her • • 
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R. ',7 B;L:own GrH nbank. \,1 . Va. 
• • 

-:" . . 0 olog ical SurvE y.Paul Prict. 
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? road For d sandstor.e COf::~ f=oo tbf Jf:'1co : -4:t e=:.d thf f.t"E Flat. 

n E:8. r the top of Price h ill .. er e usEd 1n t h E. Court-Eou8E' alao thf pitra of 

the old cov fr E-ci b rl d&e across thE G
n

fEnbr l fT at l:A rllnton camE' froll J trlco 

a nd KEe Flats. 

About 1775 J ohn Sruffey ca:nE to Acer ica from Ir elan d h e having laa._ 

rned th e stone mason tra dE- be:f'orfc coming to this countJ'Y aDd 'it waa he and 

h is encE-sto.lS that did u.ost of the stone no rk in pocahontas County in the 

latter ' p~rt of the I7th an tury and th~ ISth he and hiB sons were no)ed for th-

/>\ eir f'1ne stone work and it I'lRS JO~f~ ,"1th the ass1stance of hie Bone 

I J ohn, Patrick, and liark that built th. rock house for J onathan ,"cNd ll near the 
-- -~ -

entrance of McClint1c Farms on STfago Cr&€k,they lived in the Slrago Oommun1tr 

at t hat time.John Bruffey was a noted stone wo rker and today you find many of 

th ~ tombstones that were erect ed from 1775 t o IS07 "ErE madE by him from rook 

1' ro", various parts of the county but th e mo st of them CamE from BruGfeye or .. 

7(n1 f1nd t hEs e stones in th~ ;;c!!f el c emetary in the Little Lt"ela alao at 

Rucbran O €:7. ~tery above lH llnoint and a t th e Cloonan or Kee 

nets 

tor. tt. 

: fr : r t ~ 

aleo trade \"hat Via s knOlm a s gray E rocks cut out of our nat'" 

Bbbo r of -
-- --r 

a caskH .these \1Ere plaCEd over the gre.vE ancl 

·or:. ~nd tOday you find some of thEar rocka at the 

I 
t e . to ~1l1;.o1nt L!'\d r.ll'eboro ,We no doubt woulcl ba.,e "~' 
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re b\!t he met n Gudden death c.t Uillpoint in IS07 . he and hiD fa.:nl1y a t 

timE" lIved at $r.'8.go now knoY.'ll as Buckeye and ht took a. grie t of co rn t o 

Cl 11point to the oi11 for thE family brf:"ad supp ly and it r.ae to lc1 tbe writ er 

by an inioXlr.ent and rElative that he \18. e r.att ring hie hor8 ~ wh fD, .. dur ;lUI&-

pEd from thE bank of thE c r EE:k into thE vre..t er and fri gh t enEd hie h orae cau81ug 

h i m to b e throl1n off h i tting hi s hmd on a r o ck causing a 1rco at i n stant d Eath. 

J h is sons foo lor.E d th i s profEssion f or many years and Murry Bruff ey Bon of YO\.1-

ng-Er :John Eruffey trave l Ed about ovE. r the county making monumEnts and today 

\ you fi nd SOlliE' of h i s work i n !tost of the o l d er g raveya.rds sta rtEd YEar. ago. 

?e.trick Bruffey l ocated in the northern part of Pocahontas County near 

Grr<::lo.":""k,th i s r;e s about rS22 he freoted a g r i s t m111 g ett1ng thE mill atones 

eboVf P in e Grove on Mill Ston~ Run 9r Ri l Ey' S Cr E:€"k above Pine GrovE- these &to-

n<s .. rE still 1n uee 1n the Nort h Fo r k M111, Bruffey lat er b<camE Sheriff of po-I 

cU!onte.s County, h€ d1 Ed r553. 

h fort s built of nativE' sandstone: - _ .. _-
.. f.' r ':'r ~ .bout r775 for the prot fcHon of the s ett l elT.ent from the sa .. --- " 

:" .. :.~:- j"'Lra th( foundation rock and thf chiwlfy rock \7 fre 

d 1n " •• 111nC8 of thl ::orth Fork t(rr(tory 1n 

8 a a tone 

'Jr f.t.tlv f nd rock c~ck 1n th 
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,th( IJ.t...!lt~(r G:..:.e.=ry 0: a;:: :-. :,1c( ~ c.c= .a :fr1co Flata , 'Che t h 

s.",.tl e.. 
thE: ol'tst C".lt" Chl::'!f"'f 1.:: t!: ls 6(c-:10:: or t~ ~ count y 1 . in t b. 

It( Flats bui l t abou t mOO "::Iy GEo =ge hEr 'E'!:'o ca:.£ !' ro. 7yron ~ Irfland 112. 

nS
O 

be bui lt a doublE log bouef' and ::.ad t !: is ch l:=lfY wilt "t rolt rock fro. 

thE Fl<::l:'!g8 ~UBrry now or.nEd by Joh."l !!c!'e1 11 a! tfr hi. pas8in g bi. eon Jobu 

.John l ivEd i n the log bouse which "& bU l"D £d d"..1r ins thE' war a.bout 6~ and. to-

• 
da y th i s chimnEy 1s in use at the same locat i on b one;: rfbul1t in 1935 by O~ 

orslE' HefnEr th i s property 1s or.n«'d by tbf- d£ccndtm ts of Otor&E & John lfOe 
, ' 

J(~~;fo1a KEE. and Midd1e Uc ll!ugh lln . Cn the KEf !!ountaln 18 a. sand.tont Quarry of 
-----~--- .- "- . --- _.. -. 

th i nn Er r ock that hav E' bE'En r.o rkEd out by atonE' r-.aaon for hm.rtb root that 

" erE used with t h e o l d f1r£place so common in ell the older houataof pooabo-I 

nt a a County end esp E'c1al1y th £ on ea of th e n:ral B ect ions . 

Georg E Hefn Er who liVES on U k Mounta in harned the Stone lIa.cm 

de ... h en qu i t e a young ann \7or kl ng 171t h George OV erho It he haa bulltlI). , 
r ock ch i mn eys t o t h is timE and has rmde a nd erect Ed some 10 to 12 tOllbftClll-H 

I 
to th e MEiners t he rock us ed came from rlk MOW'ltain and the farm 

l;tn~r of nfa r ~.1ckey e. ~;illiam C !lcNeill also cut tombstones trom 01U' 

lIL..~drock he 1lv<'on Dry Cr eek of Sr;a&o these stones or markErS Ifne 

• nel 800:' of th 
ar e up In thf c eru Et ery 8t the lowEr ohurch at 

.Illlt .. 
l.eI r rlo ( I cComb built th. stonr 

hOUal at tilt lI0II'' 
• 

for Il 80n ~·u tIJf r. . or poaUbq blto~ 
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r O ( &, Indllct ry SalI:'.Hl G 3.,itb F:l:1s!:lo:-O . .. . t"e. . Poc.nhO!lt:.S :ou::.ty. 

ssndstO!'l C both of t..~e :=.t ::'oc;; end c r~ :-ock tY"P~ t.a~f b(tn uef!1 .. fry ------1vt:ly 10 it . Va . and (spE:cla 11y 1:1 Focaho::.tas ~ounty in bul1.11ns rock or 

thue rock arE- UBEd tor the outer 1:alls,so::f of the •• boa.,. art 

:lfOWH.l at our statE. parts . 

h l\uch of pocahonte.s Countys sEcondary road syat .... 10 ..ad' fro .. """d 

tha t 1s coVErEd »lth slatE end shalt which 1s found in aany 8E'Ct1on8 of the -- --~ 
unty (spECially at Huntersville and Frost "bE-re our bfat obal" 18 tound.,thr 

~ .r_ 

ate road' from l!B.rllnton to Greenbank. 1s mdE' of gravel kno'ft1l a. Chfrt that 

taken from the farms of Shernan Gibson at Frost and i.' .H Earlo" at Huntf 

State routE 2I9 known as SmEca Trail bEtTlCEn !\illsboro and IIU1po~ 

... a s madE of lirn. stonE this distancE is 2 milE and th1s str<tcb of road 1a 

to bE the longEst strEtch of straight road in the state. 

x Pocahontas County has a sandstone on Droop Younta1n that 

sand~her blass sand rEmarkably pure sand found 1n 

hut has bem used very extensively in cement "ork 

1frs . s1d'iTlalk construction. th e br1dge across th e Gr< mor1 er at 

·"e!: ty < 17 ere both nade Tl1 th Pocahontas s!'.Ild and r1ver gray d, the 

~~( town ot Uar11nt on are most ly rradf of sand and grav£l tateu 

·"f :rt'r.Drl{l' lv f r . 

oca 
tal County haa l1mEatont.both the 

( ;bet ~ l~ C f d. 1n\o 



" Indust ry Sn :mH l 0 Sr.;.l t h Rl11auo r o . :; . Va.. Pocahontas County.PaGe 5 

d of locust Cr(. (k and £cc.tttr ed Qv t.r a t:rtater part of L1 t tle -ototlona ot Swago Cr Eek ther d or€ our rock tornation. hold. a 
'--

r(at futu re ln both a commercial and industrial way as much ot tbb::l arf un­
/. 

J cvtlopCd larGely b!,.cal!§.t ..... th..!.!!-':..s ... J..;,?~~_e:J_hAUol..lpLtbr Btonema.~ 

&0 the rmny buildin gs end ,,:al l s along the state roads attract tbe attEntion 

tourist s from outs i d£- the stat e e.nd they IJ'BTVel at thE: bfautitul~crnery 111 

our h i sh mounta i n pEaks COVEr ed t7itb rock cliffs and trE:Es,tbes E areas are 

oO\f(rt'd r. ith f,·11d flo,;ers and other p lant lifE: that belps make our oounty 

01 the mos t b ellutiful counties i n thE' Gtate,wlth nuch of her natural rEaouro -----.-
und ev E lop £d 

In xany s'ctlons of pocahontas County you flnd ahale and clay suitabi --
!or t h e ""nufacture of brlck and tile t h e richest section of thia fo~tiCID 

--" -- -~ 

18 I; mi l ES s outhwest of BuckEye ,hor, ,,,er lt ls found on Browna llountain and 

he .. <a t fork of the Greenbri er RiV Er north of Dubin to the llandolpll Cl1lIntl 

11r.( . n( true fire clay that resists high f u rnaCE tEmp frsture baa n.ez 

1.007' r&d 1n t h h count1 or; CVE r thEy use a r_~ c~Y in thE 

tim' c . ll:.r. :t.at <h rn dry become. ,-cry hard Rnd holds 

• Ilio n ar ound OVC r Pocn.honta. Co",m t )"1 ~epe01alq 

• ra l c t c l1on • • 

• • ny a lnfral eprlace -.. ---



- - ... "'WUIoO. l' 11 ' 4'lbc~ 

I!n rl1nton to lllDlly p<ople us thei r main drinking r.at.r thh _tor 1. t d. to 

r 1no1pally calC; 1~ l)l , ongn cslum,and sulphur . llinn E.hoha Spring. 
P , - <# __ --- th. largfet of 

our min cral sprinGs has b e<n dEVf" l op€d into a BUrtln Er rEsort 

nra r f o r its s r.- i mming poo l , t h is ;>001 alon g v;ith the hotel attract IlIaD)' peop-

1. from th is stat . an d f rom outside a s thE r.-ater is pure ·" fth vfry high Idne.. 

:-a l purity and contEnt.The DrooE ·l ;QJ.!D.tain...spring locat 'd on tho f aattrn .nd 
r- _, _"-'" 

of O:-oop l!oU:lt a i n Rll d Olm €d by REmus Cut lip has bE-€ll used hy many pEople in 

thf co~t y a s r. ~ll a s many f rom outs1df" the county and statE and many pfo~le 

=roor t cu rEs f r oo t h is r.atEr i n many int Ernal disord E-rs. Most of our mineral . . 

s?=lngs lack dEvel o;>m ent while oth ers lack roads to takE min_ral ""ter ... k-
. =Q , ....... 

f,." to t he:: th er efore our ",i n er a l s,-, rings arE v fry much undEVEloped eaye for 

:!:f C:l fS :ElltionE d t ha t have g i VEn rEsults • 

... ~ I or:zt ion . C. ' ; Pric e. Us.rli nt on . Y; . ira . 
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. ~ llc£ lev Er . 3uck Eye. -: . Va . 
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